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Cover: - Waxwing, Phill Blanning 

 
This one was one of a flock of about 200, (and the best shot from 390!) in Bangor 

St, Roath where they were feeding on berries, (apparently the Berry crop has failed 
in Scandinavia). The last such 'invasion' was the winter of 2004 / 2005  
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   PRESIDENTIAL AMBLINGS 
 

Over 6,000 trees were planted a few weekends ago on the edge of Cardiff to 

create a woodland on unproductive land.  I was delighted to participate in the 

work and even managed to plant a number of saplings myself.  The creation of 

this wood was a partnership involving the Vale of Glamorgan Council, local 

residents, the Forestry Commission and many others.  

 

Funds were available under the Welsh Government‟s Glastir programme for 

carbon sequestrations. In a hectare of mixed broadleaf woodland 127 tonnes of 

carbon will be accumulated over an 80 years period. The land covers almost 

four hectares and rises to 80m with panoramic views across the city to the 

mountains to the north. 

 

The occurrence of woodland is fragmented in this part of the Vale and the 

woodland will help local landscape character.  Species connectivity will be 

managed for nature conservation value rather than flayed under normal 

agricultural practice. 

 

There will be access to the site off Caerau Lane adjacent to the secondary 

school. The wood will be enclosed by a fast growing hedge to offer 

protections.  All trees are native including holly, oak, yew and cherry. 

Due to its location the site suffers typical urban fringe pressures and the land 

was no longer grazed. 

 

A small pond has been dug that will offer additional learning opportunities for 

children. The existing copse will offer great locations for bat and bird 

boxes.  Cut and lift meadow management to the retained grassland areas will 

encourage greater floristic diversity.  

 

All in all it was an excellent morning to be topped off with the first class 

entertainment later when Wales played Italy! 

 

Do you get our Emails ? 

 

If you are not it means your email is not on the right list or I have it spelt 

wrong. The best thing to do is to drop me a note to  

 

info@cardiffnaturalists.org.uk  
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Field MeetingsSpring 2013 

Please check the blog  for any late changes to the programme 

 Mobile on the day only 07847 5600027 
  

Sunday 17th March     Ffos y fran, Merthyr Tydfil 
Start time 9.30am Half Day         NOTE CHANGE OF DATE AND START TIME 
 

We will meet at 12.30 in the main car park 

at Millar Argent's site at Ffos y Fran (SO 

094 059, Postcode for Sat Nav CF48 4AE) 

* on map and then proceed to their 

Education Centre for an introduction to the 

site and their work before then being taken 

down onto the site once the site has 

stopped working where we will introduce 

to the geology, and you will have the 

chance to collect stunning fossil plants.   
 

You need a hard hat and fluorescent jacket/

top for this excursion, and a hammer and 

chisel will be useful.  There will some available on the day but if you have this 

equipment please bring it with you. Limited to 18 people.  Please contact Steve Howe 

(029 2057 3363 Steve.Howe@museumwales.ac.uk) or Andy Kendall 

 

Sunday 21
st
 April                                                                    Cefn Onn Park , Cardiff 

Start time 11am                                                                      Packed lunch 
NOTE CHANGE OF START TIME 
  
Cefn Onn Park is our venue in the company of tree expert Tony Titchen. Acquired by the 

Council in 1944 this 90 year-old park has a great collection of mature specimen trees. 

The going is for the most part very gentle and flat. Meet in the park car park. Satnav 

users use postcode CF14 0UE. Access is off Cherry Orchard Road and it is a short 

distance from Lisvane and Thornhill Station. Toilets by car park. Estimated finish 3pm.  
  
Saturday 18th May                                                                 Craig y Cilau 
Start time 10am                                                                      Packed Lunch 
  
This is an NNR which we shall be visiting with Jon Wohlgemuth from CCW. It is part of 

the Mynydd Llangatwg SSSI . There is an old tramway which gives flat, grassy access 

for 600 metres but then the paths narrow and we may well explore on less even ground. 

Unusual botany includes Mountain Melick, Angular Solomons Seal and Alpine 

Enchanters Nightshade and there is an extensive cave system.  

 

The start point will be in a roadside car parking at SO185169 - just uphill from a cattle 

grid on the road.   
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Saturday 25th May                                                                Brynna Woods 
Start time 10am                                                                      Packed lunch 
  

Our first visit to Brynna Woods near Llanharan led by Mark Steer. Brynna 

Woods and Llanharan Marsh were taken over by the Wildlife Trust in 2010 and 

should not be confused with woodland known as The Brynna which is under 

Woodland Trust control. Mining commenced here in 1861 and we shall see 

traces of the industrial past. These days you will find veteran trees and bluebells. 

Dormice are found here and also once the Marsh Fritillary which it is hoped will 

return. Typical woodland under foot with some muddy patches after rain and 

paths that ascend and descend. Weather and time-permitting we may visit 

another site afterwards.  

 

To get to the site which has no car park: 

From J35 on M4 follow A473 

Llantrisant/Pontypridd bypassing 

Pencoed. After Pencoed College (on 

your right) roundabout, at next 

roundabout take 2nd exit signed Brynna 

( don't follow A473 at this point). 

Follow road through Brynnau Gwynion 

then after about half mile, before 

Brynna village signs, there is a small 

right turn into a lane - ignore this and 

turn next right after 10metres into "The 

Green" - new 'eco' housing 

development - SS983 829 No facilities  
 

Parking on this road to be confirmed with developers nearer the time so check 

the Cardiff Naturalists’ blog.  

http://cardiffnaturalists.blogspot.co.uk/
http://cardiffnaturalists.blogspot.co.uk/
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FUTURE FIELD TRIPS – some more additions 
  

8th June,   Taff Fechan with WTSWW 

20th July,   Rhoose Point with Rob and Linda Nottage 

25th July,   Hailey Park with the Friends of Hailey Park 

17th August,  Epynt with Rhian Kendall 

7th September,  Wenvoe orchards with Bruce McDonald 

13th October,  Pontypool Park with Tony Titchen  
 

Details to follow in the next newsletter   
 
 

Indoor Meetings Autumn 2013 / Spring 2014 

 

We will be starting on preparation for the 2013/14 programme in the next few 

months .  

 

We value input n what you have enjoyed this year and also if you have ideas for 

speakers or events for the coming year.  If you have any feedback or ideas 

please contact an council member or send us an email  
 

 

The Display Stands Need an Outing or Three  

 

As we have mentioned we have invested in some modern display stands and we 

are developing (improving) a display that can be put up quickly. We also have 

quite a range of new and second hand wildlife books we can sell at a very 

reasonable prince (we want to attract people not make money)  

 

What we need are events that we can go to we missed one such opportunity 

recently because we heard too late and were unable to get people organised in 

time  

 

The key things are knowing of an event and having people willing to represent 

us for a few hours (hoping that multiple people will share a day)  

 

If you have any ideas or are willing to help please let any of the council know as 

soon as possible 
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Breeding Bird Survey – ST0781 (Creigiau) 

Alan Rosney 

 

Being a keen birdwatcher, I decided to make my birding “count.” Way back in 

1997, I contacted Rob Nottage (then the Regional Organiser for the British Trust 

for Ornithology) and volunteered to take part. I was allocated grid square ST 

0781, a kilometre square on the outskirts of Creigiau.  

 

The necessary paperwork 

was passed on to me (it is 

now all done by computer) 

and I undertook my initial 

planning visit to determine 

potential routes and add 

habitat details. The survey 

requires one to walk a two 

kilometre transect route. 

Unfortunately I couldn‟t 

follow my ideal route due 

to some access problems. 

However I worked out a 

compromise route, which 

was then subdivided in to 

ten equal sections.  

 

Now I was ready to do my 

survey. This comprises two 

visits a year, one in early spring and one in early summer. (I won‟t go in to the 

survey techniques, which aren‟t too difficult to follow.)  

 

I have undertaken the survey ever since (except in 2001 when Foot and Mouth 

called a halt.) The table below shows my results with 56 species recorded (not 

bad for a suburban location)  
 

There have been some notable changes during my survey period: 

I haven‟t recorded Willow Warbler since 2004 

Blackcaps seem to be prospering 

House Sparrows are doing well in this area 

Nuthatches appear to be on the increase 

House Martins and Swallows seem to be declining in number 
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* 2012 figures not yet added  

 

By far the rarest bird I have recorded in “my” square is Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker, which leads me to a short anecdote. I was walking my transect 

route early one morning and I heard a Lesser Pecker calling. I deviated from my 

route slightly (not in the rules – don‟t tell the BTO) only to be confronted by a 

police officer with a sub-machine gun hiding in the bushes. I was “advised” to 

move on. He didn‟t seem interested in the fact that I had heard a Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker. Apparently they were staking out a nearby property. 

 

Why not take on a square? It is good fun and does help make your birding count. 

The current organiser of the BBS in our area is Wayne Morris (01443 430284 

eastglambto@gmail.com) 
 

 

mailto:eastglambto@gmail.com
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Love (or Spring) is in the air 

Mary Salter 

 

Mary sent in a series of pictures to make those of us who have yet to see activity 

in our ponds jealous.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of these 

pictures are taken 

in Mary & Mikes 

pond 
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Her comment was: -  

 

“Thought I'd send you 

a few photos of our 

frogs which started 
spawning on February 

14th.  I counted 30 

plus that day but I'm 
sure there were many 

more.  They were still 

at it yesterday “ 

 

 

 

Letter from the Flat Holm Island society  

 

In Cardiff Council's budget proposals for 2013/14 it is proposed to “Cease 

Operation of Flat Holm Island and Consider Options for its Disposal”. 

 

Flat Holm Island is a valuable community and educational resource to the 

People of Cardiff and surrounding areas.  The island  is a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest, Local Nature Reserve and a Special Protection Area, because 

of the maritime grassland and rare plants such as Rock Sea-Lavender, Wild 

Leek and Wild Peony.  During Spring and Summer the island is also home to a 

significant breeding colony of Lesser Black-backed Gulls and is also home to 

slow worms, common lizards and Peregrine Falcons.  Historical features on the 

island include the remains of a cholera hospital and Victorian and WWII gun 

batteries.  

 

The council are proposing to cease operation of Flat Holm Island at a time when 

they planning to increase the spending on Senior Management at the council by 

£1.1 Million! We would appreciate it if you could bring this matter to the 

attention of your members and encourage them to show their support by doing 

the following: 

 

Show your support by signing our petition at: 

http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/cardiff-council-save-flat-holm-island-2 

 

Write to Cardiff Council voicing your concerns - consultation@cardiff.gov.uk 

 

Or by post to Cardiff Council. County Hall, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff, CF10 4UW 

 

http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/cardiff-council-save-flat-holm-island-2
mailto:consultation@cardiff.gov.uk
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CARDIFF BIRDWATCH   5th January 2013 
 

Linda Nottage 
 

After several days of depressing drizzle it was a pleasure to be out on a calm 

bright morning with periods of unfamiliar sunshine. Eighteen CNS and Wildlife 

Trust members assembled in Wild Gardens Road for a ramble around the (rather 

muddy) Wild Gardens followed by a clockwise circuit of Roath Park Lake. 

About half the number reconvened at Parc Tredelerch off Lamby Way for a tour 

of the Lake and environs before enjoying a picnic lunch at the lake-side 

benches.  

 

Refreshed, we set off for the nearby Cors Crychydd Reen which we followed to 

the sea wall. The reen had been dredged by the Environment Agency a few 

weeks previously so held only 2 or 3 Mute Swans, Dabchicks and Moorhens. On 

the other hand the coast path eastwards had been much improved with a smooth 

walking surface of sand and fibre so we were tempted to wander along for half a 

mile or so to view the gulls, waders (including Oystercatchers and Curlews) and 

many Shelducks taking advantage of feeding opportunities offered by the 

receding tide. A Little Egret caught a small fish before flying off to join another 

further along the shore. 

 

After retracing our steps most of the way, we detoured on to Mardy Road for the 

slim chance of seeing a Barn Owl. We were in luck! The hoped-for bird was 

snoozing in his tree-hole in the afternoon sunshine. After all had enjoyed an 

enhanced view through Rob‟s telescope, the owl disappeared into his refuge. 

Delighted with our good fortune we made our way back to the car park. 

 

Over 50 species of bird were noted during the day. Other highlights included a 

hyper-active Goldcrest fly-catching in the Wild Gardens, Water Rail and Cetti‟s 

Warbler calling at Lamby Lake and a flock of 150 Lapwings flying eastwards 

over the Lamby Way tip. It was particularly pleasing to hear Song Thrushes 

repeating their melodies at all 3 sites visited. Robins too were in full song and a 

Mistle Thrush added to the chorus at Parc Tredelerch. In contrast, Blackbirds, 

Redwings, Dunnocks and Wrens were in short supply and we noted very few 

finches. 

 

  

Roath Park Lake was packed with waterfowl including many Swans (with 2 

Black as well as the Mutes), Geese (Greylags, a few Canadas and 3 Barnacles) 

and a flock of 50 Tufted Ducks plus a handful of smart drake Pochards in 
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addition to the usual Mallards. Six Cormorants posed in their roost tree on an 

island while a Great Crested Grebe and 8 Little Grebes sought shelter beneath 

the overhanging bushes below. Black-headed Gulls and Feral Pigeons dotted 

the roofs of the boat-house and café, ready to take advantage of any crumbs. 

No mammals were seen although Mole-hills, Rabbit fur and the maggoty 

remains of a Fox hinted at their presence. Welcome signs of spring included the 

extended yellow tassels of Hazel and Alder catkins, the silvery ones of Pussy 

Willows and newly-emerged shoots of Ramsons. The occasional flower of 

Dandelion and Buttercup would provide meagre nectar for the adventurous 

Bumble-bee seen at Parc Tredelerch.  

 

Cardiff Local Development Plan (LDP): Invitation to attend 
Public ‘Drop-In’ Events on LDP Masterplanning  

 
The Cardiff Council  have let us know that would like to invite you to attend 

one of two public „Drop In‟ Events about the masterplanning of potential sites 

to be included in the LDP. The events will describe how the Council intends to 

set a framework which will manage the layout, quality and phasing of new 

development together with the provision of necessary facilities and 

infrastructure.   

 

The event details are as follows: 

 

Wednesday 13th March: St David’s Hall- Arrive anytime between 10-5pm 

 

Monday 18th March: National Museum, Cathays Park- Arrive anytime 

between 12-8pm 

 

The events are designed to help the Council address masterplanning issues 

relating to potential sites for inclusion in the Deposit LDP which is 

programmed for consideration at Full Council in September 2013. Specifically, 

the events will be seeking feedback on the following: 

 

A draft set of 10 masterplanning General Principles: Intended to act as a 

framework for the development of sites so they can create new 

sustainable communities. Your views are sought on these suggested 

principles.  

County-wide context maps: Plans will show work in progress relating to 

environmental, neighbourhood and transportation factors. This is your 

chance to add your thoughts.   
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Site specific issues: Plans will show the Strategic Sites proposed in the 

Preferred Strategy together with the Candidate Site Register showing all 

sites promoted by landowners. Other material will summarise issues 

raised through the Preferred Strategy consultation process relating to 

potential sites. The events seek more detailed feedback on site-specific 

matters which will help determine which sites should be included in the 

Deposit LDP and, for sites going forward into the Deposit LDP, what 

things need to be done to help address impacts and meet local 

community needs.       

 

There is no need to book in advance. Simply drop-in within the time periods 

outlined above. A large number of Officers will be in attendance to help explain 

how to give your views and answer any queries you may have. 

 

The Council state that these session do no predetermine decisions on site 

allocations in the Deposit LDP. And that  wider feedback and will be presented 

to Council as part of the Deposit LDP documentation in September 2013.   

 

Further information on the masterplanning events including a feedback form 

will be posted on the Council‟s website www.cardiff.gov.uk just before the 

events take place. If you are unable to attend but still wish to be involved, 

simply look at this information and send back your views on the feedback form 

by the end of 22nd March, 2013. 

 

Any queries should be addressed to  the LDP Team on ldp@cardiff.gov.uk or on 

029 20 87 3461. 

 

Biosciences Award winner 2013  

 

We are pleased to announce that the winner of the Cardiff naturalists Society 

Biosciences prize for 2013 is Imogen Fox for her work entitled  

 

Social Grooming in Long Tailed Macaque Societies (Sabah, Borneo)  

 

Imogen will be speaking to us and we will as ever , look forward to a write up in 

the newsletter. We are proud that this prize is encouraging young bioscientists to 

interst with the wider public in this way as it‟s a valuable skill to have.  

 

The prize is of course given in memory of Professor Ursula Henriques, More 

details at http://www.cardiffnaturalists.org.uk/pdf/cnsbioprize.pdf 

 

http://www.cardiff.gov.uk
mailto:ldp@cardiff.gov.uk
http://www.cardiffnaturalists.org.uk/pdf/cnsbioprize.pdf
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WILD BIRDS PROTECTION  

Cardiff Naturalists’ involvement in the 1890’s 

Mary Salter 

 

In May 1890 an event took place which inspired members of the Cardiff 

Naturalists Society to take up the cudgels on behalf of wild birds. 

 

A shooting party from a Government steamer called the “Sir Richard Fletcher” 

landed on Grassholm Island on Whit Monday and set up camp among the 

gannets.  They then proceeded to slaughter birds and ransack their nests, 

destroying eggs with abandon.  The “Daily Graphic” reported that “six young 

men landed and, with the boat‟s crew, dispersed over the island and began 

shooting puffins and gulls”. 

 

This constituted an 

infringement of the Wild 

Birds Protection Act 

1880 and prompted the 

Society to write to 

Westminster and cause a 

question to be asked in 

the House of Commons 

in June 1890, a month 

after the atrocity had 

taken place.  The result 

was that the perpetrators 

were brought to justice, 

thanks in no small part to 

the persistence of Cardiff 

Naturalists in raising the issue. 

 

The following year the Society, with Charles Vachell leading the way, decided 

to petition Parliament in support of an amendment to the Wild Birds Protection 

Act and Mr Atkinson, the Secretary at the time, proceeded to write to similar 

scientific societies asking for their support and urging them to sign the petition.  

The original Act had apparently not included an Order to prohibit the collection 

or destruction of wild birds‟ eggs and this had become an issue to be urgently 

rectified following the incident on Grassholm.  A long drawn-out campaign 

then ensued with the amendment only becoming law in July 1894. 
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Unfortunately this was by no means the end of the matter as the list of birds and 

eggs to be protected was far from comprehensive, only those considered scarce 

having been included and then only in specific places and at specific times of the 

year, according to each County‟s discretion. 

 

In April 1895 Walter Cook, 

the new Secretary of CNS, 

sent a circular letter to all the 

County Councils in England 

and Wales asking what action 

they had taken in regard to 

the Act.  Apparently the very 

cumbersome process required 

an application to be made by 

each County to the Home 

Secretary for an Order to 

protect specified wild birds 

and their eggs within that 

County.   

 

Specific reasons had to be given to justify the application and only birds in 

danger of “extinction or serious diminution” could be considered.  The Home 

Secretary had the power to authorise or veto each application.  Such a piecemeal 

approach inevitably led to individual counties dragging their heels, 

Glamorganshire being a case in point. 

 

The campaign continued and organisations such as the newly formed “Society for 

the Protection of Birds” wrote to lend their support.  The SPB (which became the 

RSPB in 1904) had been founded in 1889, primarily to counter the extensive 

trade in plumes for women‟s hats in the late Victorian era.  It was concern earlier 

in the century over the wholesale destruction of native birds such as the Great 

Crested Grebe and the Kittiwake for their plumage which had been a factor 

leading to the Wild Birds Protection Act of 1880.  

 

A further amendment to this Act became law in August 1896 which allowed  

counties to apply for specified birds to be protected all the year round and for all 

wild birds within a particular area to be protected for a given period.  However 

the matter rumbled on down the years with new Bird Protection Orders being 

issued periodically as counties applied for them.  Even when an Order had been 

granted by the Home Secretary it was very rarely enforced, with the result that 
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there were scarcely any convictions, at least in South Wales, in the following 

decade.   

 

Max Wright, writing in Volume XL of the 

CNS “Transactions” (1908) states: 

 

“The fact of the matter is, unless the public 

stimulate and support the Authorities, it is 

impossible for the law to be adequately 

enforced.  Public opinion needs to be led in 

this particular, and I claim that this is 

peculiarly the duty of the naturalist in his 

individual capacity, and also of those 

naturalists‟ organisations of which our 

Biological Section is one.” 

 

This fascinating information came to light 

following a visit to the National Museum 

of Wales a couple of years ago.  The 

Librarian wanted to clear the cupboard in 

which Cardiff Naturalists “Transactions” 

and other papers had been stored for many 

years.   

 

On the floor beneath the shelves was a dusty pile of paper which turned out to 

include original correspondence between CNS members, dating from the late 

1800‟s.  There were also newspaper cuttings and a few cartoons relating to the 

Grassholm incident, some of which I hope can be reproduced here at a later 

date. 

 

[editors note]  It is fascinating to note that in Volume XL of the Transactions 

that Mary refers to that the following article bemoans the shooting of Bittern 

and little Bittern at Langorse and is then followed by photographs of Guillemots 

at Worms Head  

 

In the small format available within the newsletter it is not possible to provide 

documents that Mary refers to in a large enough format to be readable . 

Therefore if you take a look at the blog you will see that the images are 

available there for a closer look  
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Wenvoe Jubilee Wood 

 

Bruce McDonald provided the pictures on the opposite page  of the planning 

event that Chris enjoyed  in his introduction  

 

The new site is 3.81 Hectares 

which is a significant 9.4 

acres. It‟s got a pathway in 

from the East as you can see 

in this map and a kissing gate 

suitable for wheelchairs 

 

It will be nice to see how the 

site develops across the next 

few years and we look 

forward to reading more about 

it and hope to have some 

enjoyable fields trips there in 

some nice weather (now wouldn‟t that be nice)  

 

You can find more information about the Glastir scheme on the Welsh 

Government website at  http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/

farmingandcountryside/farming/schemes/glastir/?lang=en 

 

 

Member News 

 

We are pleased to share that Hilary is getting better and by the time you read 

this should be able to get to one of our meetings  
 

 

You will note no address for Dannii this edition. She’s had to move and is in 
temporary accommodation. Wish her well when you see her as her last note to 

me said “Trying not to lose my mind, but isn't easy with 5 guys who 

know nothing about cleaning!!”  
 
 

Deadline for next newsletter 15th May 2013 

 

 

 

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/farming/schemes/glastir/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/farming/schemes/glastir/?lang=en
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Planting pattern  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bit of the planting 

with Yew front right,  

and views towards 

Leckwith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some planting patterns 

and some of the team 
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Honey Bee feeding on Mahonia flowers on February 2nd  
one of the first sunny days of the year  

Photographed by Mary Salter 
 


