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Cardiff Naturalists' Society celebrates 150 years

This year, Cardiff Naturalists’ Society (founded 1867) marks its
150th Anniversary with some fascinating events, in addition to its
usual programme of indoor and outdoor meetings, starting with a
prestigious lecture and an exhibition about its history.

Prestigious Lecture: An Evening with Iolo Williams
7pm, Thursday 5 October 2017
The Reardon Smith Lecture Theatre, National Museum Wales/
Amgueddfa Cymru, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NP.

Tickets for the Evening with Iolo Williams will be priced at £12.00
for adults and £6.00 for children, with a special event as part of the
evening for members of the society. Fill in the enclosed form and
return it (with a SAE) to Joan Andrews to obtain tickets for the
reception and lecture before Friday 30 June. After this date, tickets
will be available through the National Museum Wales on
TicketlineUK for the lecture only. Further details in the next
newsletter and on our social media.

Cardiff Naturalists’ Society: The first 150 years
Monday 4 September to Sunday November 2017
An exhibition at The Cardiff Story, The Old Library, The Hayes,
Cardiff CF10 1BH.

This exhibition will show the rich history of the Society and the
many things its members have contributed to the city of Cardiff, the
wider South Wales area and the whole of the UK. The exhibition
will feature an Audio-Visual presentation, display panels and
museum exhibits. Entry to the Cardiff Story is free, opening hours
are available on http://www.cardiffstory.com/
Sections of the exhibition will be devoted to the founding of the
Society, the various sections over the years, the Society’s role in
the creation of the National Museum, scientific discoveries, the
preservation of birds on Pembrokeshire islands, and several of our
prominent past members.
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Call for pictures for 150th anniversary events

The exhibition at The Cardiff Story will have display panels and an
Audio Visual (AV) presentation in which we will be showing a
number of aspects of the activities and history of the Society. At
the Evening with Iolo Williams we also planning to have an AV
presentation playing whilst people are coming in and after the talk.

We would like to include as many pictures of the local wildlife and
Society events as possible, and especially pictures of former
members who contributed so much to some aspects of the society.
Therefore, we are asking you to offer what you can to help us tell
the story of our Society and also attract members to come and join
us with interesting pictures of wildlife and the environment.
Pictures of Wales and abroad can be used to tell the story of what
we do.

If you provide pictures we are asking that you give us a licence to
use them in any of our works relating to the 150th Anniversary and
also include them on our website and newsletter in future. We may
ask to share them with other media, but will if you wish come back
and clarify that with you before doing so as you will retain the
copyright. We will do our best to ensure that you are credited
wherever they are used.

If these are digital they can be sent to Andy Kendall. Please
contact me via info@cardiffnaturalists.org.uk to make
arrangements to send me files via Dropbox (a folder will be
provided) or via post on CD or a memory-stick.

If they are slides or prints and you do not have the capability to
scan them we can arrange that as well. Once again please contact
me to make arrangements.

We will need pictures by the end of June, but as early as possible
helps us see what we have and to plan our work from there. Andy
Kendall.
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Outdoor Meetings Summer 2017

Wenvoe Orchard Walk

Thursday 25th May

Meet 11am by the Parish Church in Wenvoe.

A 5-mile walk led by Bruce McDonald to visit some of the
Community Orchards around Wenvoe. This walk is also part of the
Vale of Glamorgan Walking Festival. Bring lunch. Stout footwear
recommended; country footpaths can be muddy after rain.

Llandegfedd Reservoir

Saturday 17 June

Meet 10:30am at the Visitor Centre (ST 329 987)

A guided field trip led by Richard Poole (Dwr Cymru Area Lands
Manager for South East Wales). It will present an opportunity to
view the flora in the wildlife meadows to the north east of the
reservoir, together with the lake’s summer bird population from the
bird hide. The walk is flat on well-made paths for about 1.5 miles.
The walk will conclude around mid-afternoon. Bring packed lunch,
though refreshments can be purchased at the Visitor Centre.

To get to the Reservoir, proceed up the A4042 towards Pontypool,
turning right at the roundabout where the A4051 meets the A4042.
From this point on the reservoir is signposted. There is ample car
parking above the entrance to the Sailing Club and a good path
down to the visitor centre.
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Grangemoor area

Saturday 15 July

Time and meeting place TBC

A walk with Jeff Curtis as part of the SEWBReC Mary Gilham
project. The walk will re-enact one led by Jeff some years ago
looking at 'alien invaders' (of the botanical variety) at this reclaimed
landfill site not far from Cardiff Bay. Check the website for further
details on times and start point.

There will be at least two more outdoor meetings planned for later
this summer. One will be a walk through the arboretum at Dyffryn
Gardens (National Trust) with an expert on the trees there.

Please look out for email updates or look online for further
information and additions to the CNS Meetings Programme:
http://cardiffnaturalists.blogspot.co.uk/p/programme.html

Pond at Grangemoor (photo by Stephen Nottingham)
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Cardiff Naturalists’ Society: Looking back 150 years

Photographs from the CNS archive

William Adams. The first President of the Cardiff
Naturalists’ Society. A Fellow of the Royal Geological
Society. He was born in Rhymney and worked as a civil
and mining engineer
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Robert Drane FLS founded the Cardiff Naturalists’ Society in 1867.
You can see a copy of the original plaque (opposite) in his honour
erected by the Society at 16 Queen Street in Cardiff, where he
owned a chemists shop (it is now Thomas Cook travel agent).
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Biosciences Prize 2017

Eve Treadaway was presented with the Biosciences Prize for
2017, awarded in memory of Prof Ursula Henriques and Dr Mary
Gillham, at the last indoor meeting of the CNS winter season on
Monday 27 March 2017. The award recognises the best second-
year fieldwork project in the School of Biosciences at Cardiff
University. She flew back from Copenhagen where she is currently
an Erasmus scholar, to talk about “Project Noise”.

Eve Treadaway writes: “Project Noise set out to develop a new
approach to rainforest bioacoustics, using the extensively
described botanic plots of Danau Girang Field Centre, Sabah,
Borneo as recording sites. Instead of training bioacoustic work on
a particular species or taxonomic group, this project attempted to
record and analyse the bioacoustic product of the ecosystem as a
whole, termed here ‘ambient rainforest sound’ (ARS).

Numerous interrelated factors summed together result in observed
ARS. These can be broadly divided into two groups: biological (i.e.
the animal species present at a site) and environmental (e.g.
weather). The aim was to investigate potential relationships both
between factors of different groups and of factors within the same
group.

Project Noise was a small first step on the road toward assessing
rainforest ecosystem biodiversity and functioning, simply by
‘listening’ to the sound produced. The findings were promising,
and more extensive application of the methods employed would
enable more powerful statistical analysis and preliminary algorithm
design (estimating functioning/biodiversity from acoustic data).

Photo on following page (by Mike Dean): Andy Kendall presents
Eve Treadaway with the Biosciences Prize 2017, after her talk to
the Society on Monday 27 March 2017.
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Weather Report for Cardiff 2016
from a friend of the Society

The following weather summary for North Cardiff has been
compiled from figures recorded in Thornhill, a location with
observations going back to 1986.

Summary for 2016

The stormy spell that characterised the end of 2015 continued into
2016 with Atlantic storms bringing gales and heavy rain to much
of Britain. January was a very wet month in North Cardiff, rainfall
totalled 298 mm, the wettest since 1986 and February started in
the same vein! The rainfall measured during the first six weeks of
the year represented 27% of the annual total. Thereafter, rainfall
patterns became less extreme, although September was the
wettest since 2000 followed by the driest October since 1986 and
the driest December since 2010. The annual total, 1450 mm, was
very close to the long term average.

The very warm spell in July produced the highest temperature in
North Cardiff, 34oC on the 19th, whilst the lowest temperature
recorded was minus 4.1oC on November 30th. Air frosts were
noted on 18 mornings during the year but there was no significant
snowfall during 2016.

Note: Whilst the rainfall figures shown above may be taken as
representative of the Thornhill area, the non-Met. Office standard
of the exposure of the thermometers and the recent refurbishment
of the screen means that the temperature data is representative of
the site only and not of a wider area.
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Annual Weather Data for North Cardiff 2016
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Annual Weather Data for North Cardiff 2016
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Members’ Evening 2017

Report by Andy Kendall

On Monday 16 January we had a fascinating evening of talks. Al
Reeve started proceedings with a talk about the Dr Mary Gillham
Archive Project, which SEWBReC are running on behalf of all of us
who knew Mary. After an introduction to Mary and her career, he
gave us a full update on where the project has got to working
through the archive of approximately 150,000 records and 14,000
slides that she captured during her life. The project is also making
available two unpublished manuscripts; creating an oral record of
Mary’s life; establishing a website and social media presence; and
organising events.

Before and after the talk we were able to share our memories of
Mary with Al and Pat, and they explained how they want to meet
with us again and capture this on tape for use in the archive.
Further details can be found via the website
(marygillhamarchiveproject.com/) and in the article by Al Reeve in
the previous CNS newsletter.

Paul Bowden went next with some excellent pictures of the birds
he had spotted during a trip to California and Arizona. Clearly
these are excellent places to visit and Paul has I am sure inspired
a few holiday ideas.

Eirian Edwards came next with an intriguing talk entitled "Mainly
Orchids", where she showed us the range of orchids that she has
been able to see at home in Wales, in the wider UK and around
the world. As the title suggested that wasn't all of it, as we were
treated to a selection of other plants and animals from the places
she explored, especially her favourite place: Kenfig Burrows.

I brought up the rear with a rapid run through of some of the places
I have been visiting with work over the last few years.
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On some of those trips I found a brief time to take a walk and see
some wildlife like the wonderful Koishikawa Korakuen, which is a
beautiful landscape garden from the early Edo Period in Tokyo.
Surrounded by buildings such as the Tokyo Dome in the
background, it is a real haven.

The flower wall on the bund in Shanghai (back cover) is where a
lot of people go to have their wedding pictures taken – interestingly
a lot of brides wear bright red wedding dresses as that is a lucky
colour in China.

Please note that the cafe is now open at the Metropolitan
University (Llandaff Campus) before the indoor meetings, and we
would very much recommend that people come early and share a
coffee/tea and have a chat to enhance the evening meetings when
they return in Autumn 2017.
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Photos by Andy Kendall

Corvis spendens in Mumbai. I had this misidentified in the
Members’ Evening talk as I had found a picture on Google that
was clearly mislabelled – one of the clear advantages of
Members’ Evening is that there are real experts on hand to
correct me so now I know the real name!

Photos on following page: Imperial Palace Gardens in Tokyo.
The construction of this park was started in 1629 by Yorifusa
Mito, the Daimyo (Japanese feudal lord) of the Mito Tokugawa
family, It was completed by his successor, Mitsukuni Mito, a
very famous Daimyo in the early Edo period.
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Cardiff Birdwatch 2017

Report by Richard Cowie

The traditional New Year Cardiff Birdwatch took place on 8th
January this year. It got off to a great start compared to last year:
for one thing it wasn’t pouring with rain, and for another Rob and
Linda had chosen to start in Cardiff Bay which was full of
interesting birds.

Twenty three members of the Cardiff Naturalists’ Society and
Cardiff Wildlife Trust Group set out from Channel View Leisure
Centre and immediately had great views of three male and two
female goosander, some of which were out of the water resting
on a concrete plinth.

Goosander pair. Photo by Linda Nottage.
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We walked anti-clockwise round the bay heading towards Penarth
Marina, picking up a few common passerines such as blue tit,
great tit, robin and blackbird on the vegetation beside the barrage
or in the trees of surrounding gardens. Under the Taff Viaduct we
found little grebe and displaying great-crested grebes, as well as
some of the commoner gulls.

Our final destination on this part of the walk was the bay by
Prospect Place, and here we found some of the more notable
ducks such as a long-tailed duck, and seven scaup, alongside a
flock of around 50 tufted duck. The long-tailed duck was very
confiding and everyone got good views. It appeared to be an
immature male, beginning to moult into adult plumage.

Long-tailed duck. Photo by Linda Nottage.
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After spending quite some time admiring the ducks we began
heading back towards the Leisure Centre, when a couple walking
in the other direction stopped us with a message from David Rich
who had gone on ahead. He had picked up a glaucous gull in the
middle of the bay. We hurried to join him and again got good views
of a first winter juvenile swimming around with assorted herring
gulls and lesser black-backs. It was a large gull with an impressive
two-tone bill with a black tip, and no dark markings on either the
wings or tail.

After spending 30 mins watching the gull, we ambled back to the
Leisure Centre, very pleased with a good morning’s birding. At this
stage some of the group departed, but the rest of us had lunch in
the car park, then had a vote on where to go next. The two options
were to go to Penarth Marina to look for black redstarts, or to head
round to the Cardiff Bay Wetland where a bittern had been seen.

Cardiff Birdwatch 2017. Photo by Linda Nottage.
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The wetland won the referendum, so we headed round to the
board walk, stopping to look at the inlets around Hamadryas Park.
We picked up a few more species on the way such as goldfinch,
chaffinch and mistle thrush but there was nothing much in the
inlets. The wetland board walk was more interesting with a large
flock of tufted duck and coots, within which there were scattered a
few pochard and grebes. We also got further good views of the
glaucous gull and heard a water rail.

From there we walked around to St David’s Hotel where we
scoured the area for signs of the bittern. However, a few chiff-
chaffs that were flitting around in the bushes distracted us. Some
of these were clearly common chiff-chaffs, but there was also one
bird that was much greyer-brown and paler in appearance than the
others which we thought was possibly a Siberian chiff-chaff (one
had been seen in the previous week). Unfortunately, it didn’t call,
so we can’t be sure. We got so absorbed in trying to sort out our
chiff-chaffs that we actually missed the bittern, which was seen
flying across the reedbed by another birdwatcher. Oh well, you
can’t win them all!

We walked back to the Leisure Centre and a great day was
finished off by a flock of 13 long-tailed tits that were moving
through the bushes in the car park just as we got back. Thanks
Rob and Linda Nottage for leading a thoroughly enjoyable days
birding!

List of birds seen on the day: Goosander, Cormorant, Coot,
Mute swan, Grey heron, Black-headed gull, Blackbird, Blue tit,
Great tit, Robin, Woodpigeon, Goldcrest, Great-crested grebe,
Little grebe, Starling, Carrion crow, Herring Gull, Magpie, House
sparrow, Greenfinch, Grey wagtail, Chaffinch, Lesser black-
backed gull, Tufted duck, Moorhen, Long-tailed duck (imm. male),
Scaup (four male, three female), Pied wagtail, Mallard, Glaucous
gull, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Mistle Thrush, Pochard, Water rail
(heard), Chiff-chaff, Siberian chiff-chaff (possibly), Dunnock, Long-
tailed tit.
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Cardiff Naturalists’ Society: Looking back 150 years

Some photographs from the CNS archive

Cardiff Naturalists’ Society members made the first scientific
observations on the island of Skomer. For instance, Robert Drane
was the first person to notice that the Skomer vole was different to
those on the mainland. Today it is classified as a subspecies of
bank vole endemic to Skomer (Myodes glareolus skomerensis).
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Franklen G. Evans: the second President of Cardiff Naturalists'
Society (1874).
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Waxwings

In January 2017, birdwatchers were treated to the sight of flocks
(or museums) of waxwings in Cardiff (off the Newport Road) and
Barry (by the Civic Offices). The non-native Bohemian Waxwing
(Bombycilla garrulous) can overwinter in the UK in small numbers,
but rarely in Wales. The last ‘irruption’ of waxwings in this area
was five years ago. In summer, it is found in the forests of
northern Europe and Asia, and North America.

Photo of Bohemian Waxwing in Barry by Linda Morris.
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Ruperra Castle Preservation Trust

Ruperra Castle, a scheduled ancient monument and grade II*
listed building, lies in the centre of a countryside at risk from
development.

As a designated conservation and special landscape area, the
Ruperra estate is safe from inappropriate housing development.
An SSSI designation protects the greater and lesser horseshoe
bats, dormice and great crested newts at Ruperra. The gardens
are also noted in the Cadw/ICOMOS register of Historic Parks and
Gardens in Wales.

In consultation with Ruperra Castle Preservation Trust, Ken
Skates AM has declared himself in favour of the possible creation
of a Country Park along the particularly beautiful unspoilt rural
area across the boundaries of Newport, Cardiff and Caerphilly.
Hefin David AM for Caerphilly, Julie Morgan AM for North Cardiff
and Steffan Lewis AM for South Wales East are helping us to
publicise this project.

We would appreciate the support of the people of north Cardiff.
Please visit www.ruperratrust.co.uk to see in which ways you
might do this.
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Detail of the flower wall on the Bund in Shanghai. Photo by Andy
Kendall (see pages 16-17).


