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PRESIDENTIAL AMBLINGS

There are worrying signs that countryside issues might be facing
serious challenges across Wales. One such threat can be found in the
Vale of Glamorgan. Here for instance a two-year contract for an
Ecology Officer has not be renewed, leaving one officer to deal with a
huge range of activities including reviewing all planning applications.

Now all countryside services including the management of Cosmeston
Lakes Country Park, the Heritage Coast footpath and Porthkerry
Country Park are being considered for reorganisation. What this
means is not yet clear. However, in today’s financial climate with
public finances under strain there could be adverse implications.

The Vale with its beautiful countryside and coastline is very popular
for naturalists and indeed the general public. The problem is that with
Education and Social Services being prioritised, non-statutory services
such as the environment can easily lose out in the budget debates.

An initial casualty has been the Local Biodiversity Partnership.
According to the Vale website, the Vale Biodiversity Partnership is a
large network involving representatives from over 40 local
organisations, including government and non-government wildlife
bodies, voluntary groups, local businesses, as well as farmers,
landowners and individuals - all working together to safeguard the
Vale’s biodiversity.

The Vale had previously serviced this Partnership, but its future is now
at risk with the staff reductions. So far, there is no clear indication
from the Council regarding the future of the Partnership.

As a society we might consider taking a keener interest in the risks to
our local environment due to financial stresses.
Chris Franks



Indoor Meetings Winter 2014/15

Please check the blog (http://cardiffnaturalists.blogspot.com)

for any late changes to the programme. All meetings start at 7.30pm in
Room 0.23 (ground floor) of the Cardiff School of Management
(Metropolitan University, Llandaff Campus, Western Ave, Llandaff,
Cardiff), unless otherwise stated.

Monday 22 September
AGM followed by Rob & Linda Nottage: ‘Wildlife of the
Dolomites’.

Monday 13 October
Sally Snow: ‘The world’s largest fish: an introduction to
the whale sharks of the Philippines’

This meeting will include fascinating insights into the biology,
distribution and migration of whale sharks. It will also look at the
potential impacts of developing whale shark tourism initiatives both in
the Philippines and worldwide. The lecture centres on the work of the
NGO Physalus and its Large Marine Vertebrate project, which has been
studying whale sharks in the Philippines since 2011.

Monday 22 October
Paul E Bowden: ‘Birds and Mammals of Southern India

(Bangalore to Kochi)’

Paul visited Southern India in January, covering about 1,000 km (630
miles) in a three-week journey that took in five Nature Reserves, tea and
rubber plantations, and a drive across the Western Ghats. He recorded a
total of 181 bird species, including 14 endemics, and captured 113
species on HD video and 83 species as stills; while also photographing
leopard, tiger, Asian Elephant, mongoose, spotted deer and numerous
other mammals. The whole trip was done by taxi, his recommended
form of transport in India. By the end of the trip, the taxi driver was well
-trained in bird and mammal recognition!



Monday 6 November

Adrian Lloyd Jones: ‘Return of the Beaver’

This illustrated presentation on Eurasian Beaver (Castor fiber) will look at
how they create and manage wetland ecosystems for the benefit of many
other species. The presentation will also cover the Welsh Beaver Project
and its proposal for a reintroduction of the beaver to Wales.

Thursday 13 November

Kate Mortimer-Jones: ‘Seabed Life around Wales’

This is a combined meeting with Cardiff Group South and West Wales
Wildlife Trust and Cardiff University Student Wildlife Society, and will
be held in the Wallace Lecture Theatre (Ground floor), Cardiff University,
Park Place, Cardiff.

Monday 15 December

The last meeting in 2014 is the XMAS BASH, with Adam and Dave’s
Biodiversity Quiz. They will test your (often obscure) knowledge of
the plants and animals found in South Wales.

Tuesday 13 January 2015
Rob Parry: ‘The Wildlife of Pare Slip Nature Reserve’

Monday 26 January

Members’ Evening
CNS members’ photos, showing different countries and diverse habitats.
Contact Hilary Wicks if you want to show photos on this evening.

Monday 16 February
Chris Hatch: ‘In Search of the Wildcat’



Thursday 26 February

Richard Wistow: ‘Great Welsh Habitats: Colliery Spoils’
This is a combined meeting with Cardiff Group South and West Wales
Wildlife Trust and Cardiff University Student Wildlife Society, and will
be held in the Wallace Lecture Theatre (Ground floor), Cardiff
University, Park Place, Cardiff.

Monday 23 March
Student Bursary Evening

With a second speaker to be confirmed.

There will also be a further meeting in March 2015, to be arranged.

Hilary Wicks, Indoor Meetings Secretary

Call for new CNS Officers and Council Members

Following the AGM on 22 September, the following positions are
still vacant:

Vice-President

Hon. Publicity Officer

Hon. Field Meetings Secretary

Hon. Librarian

For further information please contact Mike Dean:
secretary(@cardiffnaturalists.org.uk
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Field Meetings 2015

Please check the blog for any late changes to the programme.
The mobile phone number on the day only: 07847 5600027

Field Meetings announced so far:

Sunday 11th January

Cardiff Bay Birdwatch

Start time 10am Full day

This year's January Birdwatch with Rob and Linda Nottage starts at
Channel View Leisure Centre. We shall meet by the small car park
at the water's edge. The Leisure Centre is on Jim Driscoll Way off
Avondale Road. The postcode is CF11 7HB. Bring lunch if you
plan to stay for the afternoon.

Saturday 13th June
Magor Marsh with Paul Cawley

Deadline for next newsletter: 27 February 2015




Tony Titchen and Clerodendron trichotomum
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Clyne Gardens
1st June 2014
by Bruce McDonald

We celebrated the official onset of Summer with our first visit to
Clyne Gardens, close to the sea and between Swansea and The
Mumbles. Twelve members along and two guests from the Friends of
Dyffryn enjoyed the company of Tony Titchen, as we skirmished with
some of the magnificent trees in this scenic park.

Clyne Gardens was purchased in 1860 by William Graham Vivian with
much of the work in the gardens continued by his nephew Algernon,
‘The Admiral', who had a major influence on it between 1921 and
1952.

First stop was a Persian ironwood (Parrotia persica), originating in the
forests south of the Caspian Sea. There are two forms, one
arborescent and the other shaped like a tree. The wood is very hard,
hence the name, and a number of us proved the point by banging our
heads on the low-lying branches as we weaved our way around the
trunk.




Next a cedar, and a less common variety than the Atlas, Deodar or
Cedar of Lebanon normally encountered in parks. The Cyprus cedar
(Cedrus brevifolia) has a Latin name indicating its short needles (see
photo). There are three geographical sub-species and Tony comment-
ed that this was the best specimen he had come across.

This is also a good time of year for the Paper handkerchief or Ghost
tree or more correctly the Dove tree, Davidia involucrata. An
'involucre' (one of our new words for the day) is a covering and the
white 'petal' is actually an involucral bract covering the flower or
inflorescence with the styles and ovaries clearly visible.

Next, a spruce and this one the Serbian spruce, Picea omorika. We
were asked to check if the needles were flat or round, the technique
being to attempt to roll one in your fingers - if it rolled it was round.
Ours wouldn't, confirming that the Serbian spruce has flattish needles.
Spruces also tend to drop their cones.

A katsura, Cercidiphyllum japonicum, gave us an opportunity to com-
pare and contrast its opposite leaves with those of the Judas tree, Cer-
cis siliquastrum, which has them alternate. A Tulip tree (Liriodendron
tulipifera) did not appear to be bearing any flowers; Tony noting that
it can take 25 years before it flowers. The Chinese tulip tree
(Liriodendron chinense) tends to have much more narrowly-waisted
leaves.
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Then a tree with few clues as to what it was, although a visit later in
the year should reveal the metallic blue berries which are a bit of a
giveaway. A native of Asia it has various local names, such as glory
tree, peanut butter tree or harlequin bower tree, but Clerodendron
trichotomum usually works in the UK. The crushed leaves are supposed
to smell of peanuts, but we found it just unpleasant and Tony com-
mented that its original name of foetidum was appropriate.

Our attention was caught by a Magnolia with a bit of history to it. A
small multi-stemmed tree, suitable for small gardens this was Magno-
lia liliiflora X stellata. The story goes that eight hybrids, known as the
‘Eight Little Girls’, were developed at the National Arboretum in Wash-
ington D.C. and named after the secretaries who worked at the arbo-
retum or wives and daughters of staff. They are Ann, Betty, Judy,
Randy, Ricki, Susan, Jane and Pinkie. As | have a wife Judy and a sister
Ricki that is the next two birthday presents sorted!

We sailed past a Chusan palm (Trachycarpus fortune), which Tony
confirmed was female as it was carrying berries. Then we looked at
some trees which exhibited twisting of the trunk - sinistral if to the left
and dextral to the right. A coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)
gathered us under its wings as we prodded the spongy bark. A fire cli-
max tree that is resistant to fire but it needs the heat of a fire to re-
lease its seeds from the resin-packed cones at the top.

Time for one last encounter, with a multi-stemmed Himalayan chest-
nut, Aesculus indica, also known as the Indian horse chestnut, which is
later flowering than the more usual horse chestnut. The floral candles
on ours were only just beginning to open.

An extended version of this article can be read on the CNS blog:
http://cardiffnaturalists.blogspot.co.uk/2014/06/field-trip-to-clyne-
gardens-sunday-1st.html

Clyne Gardens photos: Bruce McDonald
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PARCSLIP
5th JULY 2014
by Linda Nottage

Eleven members and friends assembled by the Visitor Centre of this
Wildlife Trust Reserve in glorious sunshine after early morning rain.
We were fortunate to be accompanied by Margaret and John Samuel
who know the site intimately and to benefit also from the expertise of
Rob Parry, the Conservation Manager. Serenaded by birdsong from
skylarks, wrens, dunnocks, blackcaps and other warblers we made
our way to the Northern Wetlands hide. Little grebes were feeding
their chicks and a family of Canada geese swam over hoping for hand-
outs.

As we toured the Reserve, Margaret & John counted butterflies along
their regular transect. Ringlets were amazingly plentiful with a total
tally of 176, meadow browns were also widespread with 51. There
were smaller numbers of large and small skippers and whites plus
several other species including comma and small tortoiseshell. It was
a pleasure to see so many insects on the wing, taking advantage of
the flowery banks. Only a few moths were noted but we were delight-
ed to see single broad-bodied chaser, southern hawker, common
darter and golden ringed dragonflies.

We admired the new hide and extensive scrape it overlooks but failed
to locate the little ringed plover family which had been raised there.
En route, a common lizard posed beside the path long enough for all
to enjoy. We followed the path beside the stream with its many little
waterfalls and returned to the car park via the cycle path, passing the
monument to the many lives lost in a mining disaster at the former
colliery. A reduced party stayed to enjoy their picnic lunches beside
the Centre pools where damselflies and a moorhen family were in
evidence.
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A circuit of the eastern part followed. Colourful patches of blue
meadow cranesbill and pink everlasting pea delighted the eye, but we
helped John pull up Himalayan balsam plants to reduce the spread of
this invasive alien. Bruce has an eye for galls of various sorts and dur-
ing the day drew our attention to the strange pink tongues of a fun-
gus, Taphrina alni sprouting from alder cones while the leaf ribs were
pimpled by green galls of Eriophyes inangulis caused by a mite.

We left Margaret and John to complete their butterfly count, return-
ing to our cars highly impressed by the diversity and profusion of
wildlife on the Reserve.

Taphrina alni (photo: Linda Nottage)
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WENVOE ORCHARDS
6th September
by Stephen Nottingham

Bruce McDonald led this fascinating walk in the Wenvoe area, which
was attended by around ten CNS members. It took in four newly-
planted orchards, a community nature reserve, two churchyards and
an ancient burial chamber.

Orchards are a priority habitat and relatively easy to create, so the
Wenvoe Wildlife Group is currently focusing on them to promote local
biodiversity. Trees in commercial orchards are regularly replaced and
are subject to numerous agrochemical sprays every year; so they have
become a poor habitat for wildlife. The Wenvoe group planted tradi-
tional tree varieties in four diverse locations last year. Although these
orchards are going to be primarily managed for wildlife biodiversity,
they should also yield abundant fruit for community picking for years
to come.

Part of the insect hotel in the Community Orchard, Wenvoe (photo:
Stephen Nottingham)
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The first stop was the Community Orchard, on the edge of the playing
fields east of Wenvoe. The mixture of trees planted here includes tra-
ditional varieties of apples, pears and plums, along with medlar,
quince, mulberry and hazel. The orchard has an impressive bee hotel,
with a noticeboard on the back. (see photo). Bruce mentioned that it
would make a good research project for someone.

Bumble bee nests are also being created using buried flower pots, and
Bruce is on the lookout for mouse droppings (so they can better mimic
the abandoned mouse nests favoured by bumble bees).

A pond has been dug, which in its second year is supporting a range of
aquatic flora and fauna.

The pond in the Community Orchard, Wenvoe (photo: Bruce McDonald)
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The tour continued through St Mary’s churchyard and Wenvoe Woods
to the Elizabethan Orchard. This was part-funded through the Glastir
programme, whereby farmers get paid to increase biodiversity on
farms. Using a National Trust listing of fruit trees for an Elizabethan
orchard, the Wenvoe Wildlife Group planted medlar, quince, and ap-
ple and pear varieties that would have been familiar to the Elizabe-
thans. Trees are widely spaced, up to 10m apart, based on old orchard
records. A Shakespearean Garden is also been constructed, which will
be planted with herbs mentioned in the Bard’s plays.

Lunch was eaten beside the St Lythans burial chamber. This megalithic
dolmen was built around 6,000 years ago, and was part of a cham-
bered long barrow.

St Lythans Burial Chamber (photo: Stephen Nottingham)
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The third orchard, the Welsh Orchard, was a short walk downhill.
Here, all the 28 newly-planted trees have Welsh connections. They
include the Nant Gwrtheryn Golden Russet variety, which has just
been put on the market after its rediscovery on the Llyn Peninsula.

Two deep-beds in the Welsh Orchard are being created with medicinal
herbs described by the Physicians of Myddfai: influential twelfth cen-
tury herbalists. The herbs include wormwood, tansy, angelica, mallow,
agrimony, henbane, and others that you won’t find in the Cowbridge
Physic Garden because of Health and Safety! Beehives are present and
a new pond will be put in place this winter. The numerous insects seen
here, including notable grasshoppers and crickets, including a bush-
cricket identified as a long-winged conehead, and a rosemary beetle
(see back cover), birds (e.g. willow warbler) and a small scuttling
mammal attest to the site’s value for wildlife.

Long-winged conehead (Conocephalus discolour) in the Welsh Orchard
(photo: Linda Nottage)
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Walking via St Lythans village churchyard, we arrived at the fourth
and final orchard: the linear Wild Orchard. Here, trees have been
planted along a field edge to enhance the existing trees and shrubs,
which include crab apples and other wild-type fruits. Among the
trees planted last year were hazel, wild cherry, bird cherry and plum.

By the quarry monument, on the edge of Twyn-yr-Odyn, a recently-
opened path leads to the Upper Orchid Field.

(Bruce leads the way. Photo: Stephen Nottingham)

This five-acre Community Nature Reserve is, like the new orchards,
managed by Wenvoe Wildlife Group. The sloping meadow contains
over 300 species of flowers, grasses, insects and birds. The seven or-
chid species recorded here are best viewed in June. There is just one
annual mowing, to encourage meadow wildflowers. This is a habitat
type fast disappearing in the UK.

In the woodland next to the meadow is Molluscopolis, a secluded
area where snails and slugs are positively encouraged.
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The

per Orchid Field (photo: Stephen Nottingham)

An extended version of this article can be found on the CNS blog:
http://cardiffnaturalists.blogspot.co.uk/2014/09/wenvoe-orchards-
sat-6-september-2014.html
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A rosemary beetle (Chrysolina americana) spotted by Beth Barker in the herb
garden in the Welsh Orchard, Wenvoe. First found in Britain in the 1990s, it also
feeds on herbs other than rosemary, such as lavender. It was here
photographed on sage by Bruce McDonald.
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