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Editorial 
 

This editorial is about thanks...  

 

We are very pleased to be able to thank Stephen Nottingham for volunteering to 
join the CNS council. He is an experienced naturalist and food blogger which 
you can read about on his website http://www.stephennottingham.co.uk/ 
Stephen has given us an article about his latest exploits as a freelance 
environmental journalist and there are some really interesting things both on his 
website and on the Life Site ( I never knew that the Jerusalem artichoke could 
be so interesting  
 

Thanks to all of you for  coming to meetings a little ear lier  than the 
speakers start time to take books from us. It is nice to have had time for some 
more chats with people and I know from feedback that I’m not the only one 
who enjoys that. It was one feedback we had from our survey last year that it 
was not as easy to get to know people at the indoor meetings as it was on fields 
trips. Please if you don’t know someone say hello and find out what interests 
you have in common.  
 
Thanks also to everyone who has bought books from us. We have raised 
well over £300 towards our Student prize fund. As we give away £250.00 per 
year this means we have at least another year added to the time we will be able 
to offer the prize. It is also starting to have an effect on our front room (or 
would have done if I had not turned up another 20 boxes)  
 
Thanks to those who have joined the facebook group. I’ll be posting all the events in 
there from now so you can join them and have them sent to your electronic diaries  
 

Thanks to those who responded to that request for  help with ideas and 
especially to those who took books off my hands in relation to that. There are 
still many more, especially the Taff and Garth issues of the Natural History of 
Cardiff, so  if you do think you can find a home for some please give me a call. 
 
Thanks to Hilary for  organising such an interesting programme, and 
thanks  to our  speakers. I’ve really enjoyed the meetings so far this year    
 
And finally Thanks to those to have submitted some very interesting articles for 
this newsletter 
 

Deadline for next newsletter 15th February 2014

http://www.stephennottingham.co.uk/


4 

 

Field Meetings Spring 2014 

Please check the blog  for any late changes to the programme 
 Mobile on the day only 07847 5600027 

 
Sunday 5th January                            Roath Park 
Start time 9am                                  Packed lunch 
  
The new year starts with our annual birdwatch led by Rob and Linda Nottage. 
We shall be at Roath Park in the morning before heading on to a  different 
location before lunch. Meet at Wild Gardens Road at the north end of Roath Park 
 
Future planned meetings  
 
27th April   Roger Milton  Walk around Cowbridge 
1st June   Tony Titchen  Clyne Gardens 
21st June   Neil Price   How to do a Phase 1 habitat survey 
5th July   Rob and Linda  Parc Slip 
6th September  Bruce McDonald  Orchards around Wenvoe  

 
Please...  we need help arranging more. You don’t have to commit to being on 

them all, and it isn’t a full time job and we’re all there to help, but we need 
someone to make  the plan come together   Can you help ? 

 

Indoor Meetings Spring 2014 

 
The winter series of evening lectures for 2014 will follow as listed on the 
programme and the website. All meetings start at 7.30pm. 
 
We will begin on Wednesday 15 January with a Members Evening, which is 
expected to be an evening of interesting photographs. Showing  different  
countries with various habitats and locations  Any members who have Natural 
holiday/interesting photographs  to show on the evening . Please contact Hilary 
Wicks before 8th January 2014. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 29th January with a talk by Mick 
Bailey (British Trust for  Ornithology (BTO). A br ief introduction to the 
BTO. followed by a description of their Garden Birdwatch (GBW) survey.  
Including a few examples of things that have been learned from it. Time 
permitting it will be followed by the influx  of Thrushes and Blackcaps each 
Winter as illustrated by GBW and ringing  
 
The next meeting will be on Monday 10th February with a talk by Ed Baker on 
Aphids and their parasitoids. The lecture will provide an introduction to 
British aphids and their parasitoids, reviewing their Biology and Ecology, and 
giving tips on identification. 
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The meeting on Thursday 27th February is a talk by Paul Denning on Wild 
Glamorgan. It’s a talk about the richness and diversity of Glamorgan Wildlife – 
Birds, Butterflies, Reptiles, Mammals and Plants. 
 
We start in the north of the county working south and finish up at the heritage 
coast. 
I always liked the heritage coast and recently reread the late Dr Mary Gilham’s 
books on the area and then searched for the species I wanted to see. Most of the 
species she found 20-30 years ago are still there! 
 
This is a combined meeting with the Cardiff Wildlife Trust (WTSWW) and 
WILDSOC (Student Wildlife Society Cardiff University. 
 
It is planned to arrange a further evening in early March. Members will be 
informed of the date and speaker as soon as possible. 
 
The last meeting  held on Monday 24th March will be in two parts. The first 
part,” a talk by the student awarded the Cardiff Naturalists’ Bioscience 
prize. The second talk by Paul Cawley and Kathy Barclay on” Magor 
Marsh from past to present”. 
 
A short history of Gwent Wildlife Trust’s flagship Reserve from its inception to 
the current day. Detailing work undertaken to preserve the flora and fauna of this 
special site. Together with an insight into the educational programme run by the 
Trust for local schools and education authorities. 
 
Lecture Theatre Room 0023 Ground Floor (far end left of the Café  area) 
Metropolitan University Llandaff Campus Western Ave Llandaff Cardiff. 

 

Welcome to new members  

 

Barbara Brown  
Angela Crutcher Pugh  

Tony Oldham  
Jude White  
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The Delights of Cecidology 

Bruce McDonald 

 

The Ram's Horn, Cupped Spangle, Sputnik and Artichoke are all types of these. 
Not to mention Fig, Nail, Striped Pea and Silk Button or even Hedgehog, Cola 
Nut and Pineapple. Surely not! - a branch of biology where, at least some of, the 
species have English names and highly descriptive ones at that. And if you are 
still wondering what these are you have probably come across Robins 
Pincushion or the best known (if not the most common in South Wales), the 
Oak Apple. 
 
On many of our Field Trips we have stumbled across the odd gall and there are 
references to some of these findings in the rest of this article. But first, as with 
all respectable journals, some thoughts on what galls are and what causes them. 
Chinery (see Reading List at end) offers the following definition: 
 
'A plant gall is an abnormal growth induced by the presence of another 
organism living in or on the host plant and causing its cells to enlarge or 
multiply to provide both food and shelter for the gall-causer'. 
 
Galls can be caused by nematodes, bacteria, eelworms or other plants but most 
are initiated by mites, fungi and insects. Invertebrates are probably responsible 
for the majority of galls, particularly gall wasps of the family Cynipidae. And 
galls can appear on a wide variety of hosts. 98% of all known galls are to be 
found on flowering plants; 65% affect leaves, 20% the stems, 10% buds and 5% 
all other organs. 
 
REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL NO. 1 
 
Don't just think acorns and oak-apples. You 
can find galls all over the host plants. This 
example emerged as wild strawberry was 
being weeded out of a border. It is caused 
by soil-based nematodes. 
 
The geologists out there could also be on 
the look-out for fossil galls. The earliest 
may well be fungus-caused galls on the 
roots of Lepidodendron dating back to the 
Upper Palaeozoic-Triassic times (300-200 
million years ago - MYA). Galls caused by 
insects came later, one of the earliest being 
early Triassic (225 MYA) but most insect galls appeared in the Cretaceous (140
-70 MYA) 
The species with the greatest number of gall-causers is Oak, both Pedunculate 
and Sessile at around 50 species but with quite a few on Turkey Oaks. But galls 

Longidorus spp. on Fragaria 
vesca 
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are spread over a wide variety of plants. There are over 100 types of gall on 
Asteraceae (daisies, thistles); 90 on Salicaceae (willows, poplars); 90 on legumes 
and 80 on Rosaceae (roses, brambles, cherries). 
 
REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL NO.2 
 
Don't just think oaks. You could well find galls on many of the plants, shrubs 
and trees growing out in the countryside, but they may need searching out! 
 
Next a word of caution. One might be tempted to assume any peculiar growth is 
a gall but there are many other reasons for distortions to appear - a key being 
whether the host's cells are being enlarged or proliferated. Most leaf-miners 
cause discolouration but the cells are unaffected. 
 
You will often hear people referring to an early Autumn when what they are 
looking at are the leaves of Horse Chestnut being mined by Cameraria ohridella, 
larvae of a moth 
Another very common sight and 
again not a gall are the black spots 
on Sycamore leaves. This is Tar 
Spot fungus or Rhytisma 
acerinum, a biotrophic parasite 
 
So where might you start looking 

for galls? Redfern and Shirley  have 
a simple answer - wherever the host 
is found. But from a practical point 
of view trees are a good starting 
point as they are often the easiest 
galls to find. They suggest that the 
edge of woodland is better than 

enclosed woodland and may often be found in greater profusion on young scrub 
oaks than large trees in ancient woodland. Other good places to investigate are 
chalk and limestone grasslands along with old meadows. Vacant land, 
hedgerows and heaths can also be productive. 
 
To underline this point here are some of the galls that have turned up on our 
Field Trips in recent years. 
 
We have been to Hailey Park every year recently and never fail to find this gall 
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on Alder leaves. Eriophyes inangulis is caused by a mite and characteristics are 
concentrations in the angle between 
mid-rib and main leaves and 
arrangements alternately or in pairs. 
Cathays Cemetery has much of 
historical interest and we had baking 
hot weather on our last visit. But it is 
also good for wildlife and these 
examples are nail galls, Eriophyes 
tiliae, another mite but this one on 
Lime. 
 

REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL 
NO.3 
 
Both of the above are caused by 
Eriophyes mites (you could also 
add lateannulatus also on Lime) and 
whilst most of us would have great 
difficulty identifying the adult mite, 
the galls they cause, once you know 
the host plant, are often quite 
distinctive. 
 

Last year we visited Bedwellty Park in Tredegar with its stunning collection of 
trees. On Birch we found this gall, possibly Anisostephus betulinus (but a 
second opinion is always welcome!). Keys refer to circular blisters with a 
circular hole where the larva has 
left - see blister near the top. 
 
Whilst we are looking at leaves 
you would not have to look far on 
Oaks to find spangle galls which 
are most obvious on the underside 
of the leaf. The Common Spangle 
Gall (Neuroterus 
quercusbaccarum) is almost 
ubiquitous and has a pimple in the 
centre with patches of red hairs. 
This is the asexual generation with 
the larvae overwintering in the 
fallen leaves.  
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The adult wasp emerges in the spring 
and eggs are then laid in the buds of 
oaks, this time appearing on the male 
catkins as currant galls - two types of 
gall but both from the same insect. 
Smooth Spangle Galls (Neuroterus 
albipes) have a slightly raised rim 
tinged with pink and Cupped Spangle 
Galls (Neuroterus tricolor) also have a 
raised but hairy rim and is the only 
spangle gall on Lammas growth.  
 
Another superficially similar gall on oak leaves is this one which turned up as on 
our field trip alongside the Tennant Canal. It is the Silk Button Spangle Gall 
(Neuroterus numismalis). It is an apt description particularly when viewed via a 
hand lens. 
 
This is the Cherry Gall (Cynips quercusfolia) and we found it on our visit to the 
London Wetlands Centre a few years ago. Interestingly it is smooth when hosted 
by the English Oak and much rougher when on Sessile Oak. Robur/Petraea 
hybrids are reflected in intermediate galls.  
 
Moving now from the leaves of Oak to the 
buds and acorns the two easiest to find in and 
around Cardiff are the Marble Gall and the 
Knopper Gall. Both of these, but particularly 
the Marble Gall, are most easily found in 
Winter when the leaves have fallen, the 
Marble Gall on the tree and Knopper Gall on 
the ground.  
 
This Knopper Gall (Andricus quercuscalicis) 
was photographed on one of our regular outings to Roath Park where they are 
abundant. These develop on the acorn as the asexual generation with the sexual 
generation appearing in the buds of Turkey Oaks. 
 
In 2008 we went on a joint trip with the 
RSPB to Brandon Marsh Nature Reserve 
and found this, the Artichoke or Hop Gall, 
(Andricus foecundatrix).The egg is laid in 
the bud which then becomes greatly 
enlarged. 
 
And now a bit more technical stuff. Galls 
may house one or many larvae of the gall-
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causing species. In one test an Oak 
Apple was found to have at least 112 
insects. Some, like the Artichoke Gall 
just have one. Cutting across a Robins 
Pincushion (see below) could well reveal 
a number of different chambers. But it 
may not just be the gall-causer housed in 
the gall - these may be referred to as 'the 
rightful inhabitants'. Some gall wasps lay 
their eggs in the galls of other species 
with the larvae taking advantage of the 
shelter and food - they do not directly affect the gall causer but may, indirectly, 
through competing for the food supply. These lodgers are referred to as 
'inquilines'. However some wasps lay their eggs directly on or in the gall-causer, 
causing its death over time - these are parasitic or parasitoid. These may also 
attack inquilines.  
 
REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL NO. 4 
 
If your identification skills are up to it you can find hundreds of insects of 
several species in a single gall. 
 
Let us now move on to some different plants. The next one is one of my 
favourites as it spreads through the country. Taphrina alni appears as a bright 
red tongue sticking out of the side of Alder cones and it is caused by a fungus. 
They can be up to 20mm long. The species used to be very scarce, being found 
only in Cornwall in the 1940s but now pops up all over the place. The tongues 
start out green, changing to red or purple and then end up brown. They were 
pointed out to us on a fungus foray in Bute Park where there are alders in 
abundance alongside the Taff but we then found them ourselves on a field trip to 
the Heads of the Valleys. 
 
Taphrina alni on Alder photographed at Parc Bryn Bach near Tredegar 
 
Stinging nettles can often be found with 
these swellings caused by the gall 
midge, Dasineura urticae, and there 
may be several generations in a year. 
These are very common and this was 
photographed at the Amelia Trust 
Farm. 
 
Germander Speedwell is also very 
commonly galled and in late Summer it 
is hard not to find this one, Jaapiella 
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veronicae. The gall is caused by the two end 
pairs of leaves clinging together to form a 
hairy pouch. If you are tempted to explore 
further you should find a number of orange 
larvae inside. This was photographed near 
Whiteford on Gower where we were 
prospecting for beetles. 
 
And next 
the very 

popular Robins Pincushion, also known as the 
Bedeguar Gall, or Diplolepis rosae. These 
grow on wild roses and are caused by a wasp. 
They can grow up to 7cms across but are more 
often about golf ball size. It has history having 
been recognised by Pliny, Aristotle and 
Theophrastus and Bedeguar is a Persian word 
describing a type of thistle.  
 
It also has a potential herbal use being believed 
to relieve toothache. The commonest host is the dog-rose (Rosa canina) but they 
will often appear both on the Sweet Briar (R. rubiginosa) and Field Rose (R. 
arvensis). You have a fair chance of finding  this in any hedgerow locally and 
particularly in Winter when the leaves have fallen but the gall persists. 
 
This is another Diplolepis on another type 
pf rose, this time Diplolepis spinosissimae 
growing on the Burnet Rose, Rosa 
pimpinellifolia. We have seen this on many 
of our coastal visits in South Wales from 
Kenfig to Gower, this example 
photographed at Oxwich. 
And finally, some examples from our field 
trip along the Tennant Canal showing a 
variety of galls and non-galls even though 
we were not particularly looking for them. 
 
At the bottom is Lipara lucens a gall of the 
common reed, Phragmites australis - again 
easiest to find in Winter when the bare 
stems are more exposed. Also known as 
the cigar gall, they can be up to 6cms long 
and contain a single larva of the gall-
causing fly. 
 
REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL No. 5 
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If you are counting species for your local nature reserve, finding and identifying 
galls is a good way of boosting totals and 
without needing the ID skills necessary to 
identify the adult insects, mites or fungi. 
 
This article has just touched on a few 
galls we have come across on our field 
trips in the last few years. If you are 
tempted to pursue the topic further the 
following reading list might help and you 
could even consider joining the British 
Plant Gall Society (BPGS) - their journal 
Cecidology comes out twice a year. The 
website is: http://www.british-galls.org.uk/ 
 
READING LIST 
 
1. As good a place as any to start is the Field Studies Guide publication 'A Guide to 
Plant Galls in Britain' in their well-known glossy fold-out format and obtainable for a 
few pounds. 69 of the more common galls. 
 
2. Britain's Plant Galls by Michael Chinery was published in 2011 by Wildguides and 
has an excellent range of photographs but no keys. Just under 100 pages long. 
 
3. For the more serious student British Plant Galls by Margaret Redfern and Peter 
Shirley and published by Aidgap. About 300 pages with detailed keys, a large number of 
drawings and a few photographs. 
 
4. Plant Galls by Margaret Redfern is in the New Naturalist series and is published by 
Collins. A weighty tome of over 550 pages with a wealth of scientific information on 
galls but also sections such as evolution or how galls relate to people or geography. 
Extensive reading list. Less useful if all you want is a field guide. 

 

http://www.british-galls.org.uk/
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A GARDEN BUTTERFLY BONANZA 

Mary Salter 

 

A consequence of last year’s dreadful summer and a very late start to Spring 
2013 was a noticeable lack of insects in the garden in the first half of the year.  
However the second half certainly made up for it and provided a bumper 
butterfly spectacle with a few surprises turning up. 
 
Since moving here 14 years ago we have planted a number of different 
Buddleias, which, along with Verbena bonariensis, Michaelmas Daisies, 
Sedums, Salvias and Scabiouses, to name but a few, attract a wide variety of 
butterflies. 
 
The last few years we have left an area of lawn unmown and this has greatly 
enhanced the number of species we now 
see.  The three common species of White 
(Large, Small and Green-veined) were 
abundant this year and we watched with 
interest as half a dozen Small Whites 
mobbed Brimstone Yellows which were 
trying to get on with the business of 
feeding.  On 22nd August there were five 
Brimstones in the garden.  I like to think 
that it’s because we planted some Alder 
Buckthorn saplings recently but it is 
probably just coincidence.  
Small Tortoiseshells have done 
particularly well with several counts of 
14 and a peak of 24 on 6th October.  

They were closely followed by Red 
Admirals which numbered 15 plus on 
the same day.  Most of the butterflies 
were feeding on Michaelmas Daisies 
which were in full flower at the time.  
It was the day of the Cardiff Half-
Marathon, a beautiful sunny day. 
 
A second peak of 14 Red Admirals 
occurred as recently as 19th October 
when our Eucalyptus tree came into 
full flower.  This seems to provide late-
summer nectar when everything else is 

dying back and is also frequented by Commas, Small Tortoiseshells and 
Speckled Woods, though not in such numbers. 
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Altogether we have seen 22 species of butterfly this year including Common and 
Holly Blue and Large and Small Skipper.   

 
The surprises included a Marbled White on 2nd August, a Wall Brown on 7th 

September, a Small 
Heath on 25th 
August (as well as 
two Painted Ladies) 
and three sightings 
of Clouded Yellow, 
the first scudding 
across the garden 
on the same day as 
the Marbled White, 
the second on 15th 
October, feeding on 

a Michaelmas Daisy, and the third this morning, 29th October, when I had the 
best view of all as it stayed around for at least half an hour.   
 
I managed to get a few shots of it feeding on Verbena bonariensis and a couple 
of Dandelions – perhaps the storm the day before had blown it north.  In any 
case I expect that will be the last butterfly surprise of the year!   
                                                                
I have also had fun watching dragonflies 
patrolling the pond (my husband is very 
long-suffering!)  We used to have 
Emperor and Broad-bodied Chaser when 
the pond was new and less-vegetated.  
This year we have had a preponderance 
of Southern Hawker and Golden-ringed 
Dragonfly, with occasional appearances 
of Broad-bodied Chaser and Common 
Hawker.  Common Darter, as usual, 
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have also been plentiful and I was astonished to see 
what I am almost certain was a Black Darter on 
13th September.  Unfortunately the weather almost 
immediately deteriorated and I didn’t see it again.  
Blue and Red Damselfly appeared in June but were 
not as numerous as usual. 
 
I haven’t seen any Hummingbird Hawkmoths this 
year but Silver Ys were abundant.  Occasionally I 
set up my moth trap at night but not unless I know 
that I have most of the next day free to use my 
guide books in an attempt to identify them!  
 
The highlight of the year for me has certainly been 
the sight of a Marbled White in my garden.  I have 
actually seen three in Wales this year – the first on 

22nd July on the ridge above Cefn Onn Park, the second on 28th July at 
Strumble Head in Pembrokeshire and the third here on 2nd August.  Perhaps 
this beautiful butterfly will become a regular visitor or 
even a resident in Wales before too long! 
 
NB:  The butterflies not mentioned above were:  
Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Ringlet, Peacock and 
Small Copper. 
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Introduction by Mike Dean  

 

On Sunday, October 13th, nine members and one dog met Tony Titchen in the 
car park of Pontypool Park. Attendance was less than would be normally 
expected for a Field Trip led by Tony Titchen, the renowned dendrologist but the 
weather forecast was for heavy rain later in the day. This proved to be very 
accurate for soon after we met it started to rain and gradually got heavier as time 
progressed. At least broad leaved trees do provide a degree of shelter! 
Nevertheless, by lunchtime it was decided it would be prudent to retire to the 
excellent café to enjoy a warm drink with our sandwiches.  
 
There was no enthusiasm to continue after lunch so we terminated the Field Trip 
early! 
 
Pontypool Park is a new 
venue for CNS. It is 150 
acres in size and comprises of 
mature trees, gardens, open 
meadowland plus recreational 
facilities. There is a ‘Folly’ 
and a ‘Shell House’ at the top 
of the hill where there are 
stunning views across to the 
Severn estuary. However, 
this was off limits given the 
weather conditions.  
 
The park was formerly part 
of the estate of Pontypool 
House, built by Major John Hanbury, the local ‘Iron Master’. In 1920, the 
grounds were purchased by the local authority. There are a wide variety of trees 
and one time there was an avenue of Sweet Chestnuts leading up to the Folly. 
Some of these still remain but again we decided not to walk up the hill to see 
them. 
 
Tony Titchen provided his usual informative and entertaining guide to the trees 
seen. He also has sent in his own detailed report of the Field Trip which is printed 
below. 
 
We must thank Tony for his efforts. He has also recommended a Christmas 
Present for all those interested in trees. It is ‘Heritage Trees of Wales’ by Archie 
Miles (ISBN 9781905582495) 
 

Pontypool Park 

Tony Titchen 
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This visit was very much a `hands on ` identification session for the trees 
visited.  
 
Tree with pinnate leaves:- The very first trees examined were young examples 
of Robinia pseudoacacia from 
Eastern N America. This 
species was introduced into 
France in 1601. It was named 
after the King of France` s 
botanist –Monsieur Robin. 
These trees have white flowers 
and leguminous pods as it is in 
the Leguminosae –the pea 
family.   
 
Unfortunately, these trees will 
sucker from the roots and must 
always be kept in a place 
where these suckers can be 
mown off. Many Cultivars occur. The most common is one with yellow leaves 
FRISIA. Raised in Holland on the island where the cows of the same name 
come from in 1935. The common name for the species is “Common Acacia”—
the flowers are very attractive to bees. 
 
Another tree seen with pinnate leaves was the Rowan –Sorbus aucuparia – in 
the Rosaceae. It is a native tree of Britain and in Northern districts they call it 
“the Mountain Ash”. It is always the highest in altitude of any tree –before you 
get to the `snow  line`  The large dense clusters of red berries are devoured 
quickly by the birds in the autumn when they are ripe but not before !  
 
As for trees with maple like leaves; only one of these was a true member of the 
Maple family –the Sycamore - Acer 
pseudoplatanus . Attention was drawn to 
the winged at were growing in racemes.  
 
The leaf was dark green on one side pale 
grey on the underside. The leaf stalk was 
broken to see if it had any latex and it did 
not! If it had, possibly it would have been a 
Norway Maple –Acer platanoides? (Even 
our Field Maple has this latex in the leaf 
stalk—Acer campestre).  The leaf was 
examined for any black fungus spots, so 
characteristic in the autumn for the 

Sycamore  
Acer pseudoplatanus 
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Sycamore. None were found, so it was the nice fat green winter buds which 
confirmed the identification. These are a characteristic of Acer pseudoplatanus, 
the Sycamore native to S E Europe; considered by some to be a relic species of 
the last interglacial period and as such native. It is well able to colonise 
anywhere in lowland Britain. Attention was drawn to the opposite arrangements 
of the buds, branches and leaves.  
 
The other two maple like` trees seen had `Alternate leaf’ arrangements, an 
extremely important diagnostic feature. First of all a large specimen of the 
“Hybrid Plane tree”, Platanus x hispanica was examined. This hybrid tree has 
been known as the ‘London Plane` for about 100 years although known for 
about 350 years. Its existence was recorded in S Spain, near Cadiz the old capital 
of Spain. Here the Southern European Plane – Platanus orientalis is a wild tree 
as it is in many places in S Europe.  It is well known in Crete and Greece . These 
trees are enormous and live for thousands of years. This Plane species was 
introduced to Britain in the early C16th.  The Spaniards like our sailors would 
bring back from abroad examples of the wonderful plant species they had seen.  
 
From Eastern N.America –the sailors brought the `American Sycamore ` or` 
Buttonwood ` in the C16th. The trees brought back to Britain –never prospered it 
was too cold as at that time the country was in the middle of a mini ice age, even 
the Thames froze over so they never reached flowering age. Thus stories about 
Tradescant raising the London Plane by hybridising the Southern European 
Plane with the N American Button wood have to be untrue. He would have been 
able to get the European species through the winter but not the N American.  
 
He would not have had access to cosy glass houses in the 1600s.  But in Cadiz, 
which is was warmer than the Eastern American states like Ohio, there was no 
problem. Both species could grow side by side and mature enough for 
pollination to accidentally (yes, it was not planned!!) take place. This would 
have been fertile seed and would have exhibited `hybrid vigour` so the resulting 
saplings would grow quickly and be offered for sale to foreigners. This was at 
the time when traders were always in Cadiz buying `Sherry`, so the merchants 
took the saplings back to their masters who planted them on their estates. 
 
The term London Plane` was first used in the very late C19th by a London 
reporter writing about the debilitating effect that SMOG was having each winter 
on the trees and shrubs of London`s parks.  Because the leaves are so large and 
can have the grime washed off by rain and the fact that the breathing pores 
(lenticels) in the bark are shed every couple of years and new bark grows back. 
So in spite of the extremely toxic sulphurous/sooty smog air, which everybody 
including the plants had to put up with, the London  planes were  surviving, 
whilst the London oaks, elms-and in fact any trees with corrugated bark and 
smallish leaves would die.  
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This is one of the reasons that so many London or any other city had different 
types of thick glossy leaved laurels in their gardens & parks. An interesting fact 
is that the Portugal Laurel is hardier than Cherry Laurel. The fact that the winter 
bud is protected by the base of the   leaf petiole until the leaf is shed in the 
autumn. This can only be demonstrated in Sept to Nov. One can speculate that if 
the famous reporter had been in Cardiff, the tree would be called the Cardiff 
Plane because all large cities suffered from bad air pollution until the passing of 
the Clean Air Act in the 1956. 
 
The other `tree with a maple like leaf `was the Liquidambar styraciflua, the 
“poor mans’ maple”, from Eastern N America again. The leaf arrangement was 
alternate not opposite as for maples. Our specimen was already turning a purple 
colour. This member of the Hamamelis family comes from Eastern N America. 
It was introduced to Britain in the C17th. There are several Cultivars of this 
species now all with different autumnal colouring. 
 
THE LIMES: There were two types, the first was an excellent clean trunked 
specimen of the Caucasian Lime - Tilia  x euchlora, exhibiting many bright 
yellow autumnal leaves. The remaining green ones were bright green on the top 
side and pale green beneath. This was very often used as a `street tree` . The 
other lime was the European Hybrid Lime, Tilia x europaea. This hybrid is a 
native taxa of the British flora. It occurs where the two parents, the Small leaved 
lime Tilia cordata grows close by 
the Broad leaved lime Tilia 
platyphyllos.   
 
This occurs in the Wye valley, 
typically at Symonds Yat, famous 
for its views and the Peregrine 
falcon. I mentioned that this tree 
can have sprouts growing out of the 
trunk, making it very labour 
intensive if it is a `street tree`. 
Whereas if either one of the parents 
is used, the problem does not occur.  
(The small leaved lime in nature 
will have root suckers after 200 
years.) Very often the Broad leaved 
lime is used as it is larger and 
quicker growing. The alternate arrangement of the tree parts were looked at but 
the characteristic winged bract associated with the fruiting inflorescence could 
not be demonstrated as they had all gone. 
 
THE PINES: There were a small group of Scots Pines, Pinus sylvestris ssp. 
Sylvestri, each with 2 needles, short and grey with the characteristic reddish 

Caucasian Lime  
Tilia euchlora 
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bark towards the top of the tree. The other pine was on its own and had been 
grafted at about 1 ft. The tree had an extremely straight vertical trunk with a 
very regular tallish pyramidal shape. By searching the ground underneath, some 
cones were found, smallish but with a definite prickle on the cone bracts. This is 
the  Lodgepole  Pine, Pinus contorta var latifolia . It grows inland on the Rocky 
Mountains from Alaska to Colorado.  The native Indians would use these trunks 
as the main pole in their tepees. 
 
 This had the terminal buds surrounded by bracts or what can be called 
`whiskers`. This is not a native tree but comes from S Eastern Europe (not 
Turkey) and it was a red/black oak. The second oak found had large leaves 
turning brown with the veins on the leaves terminating in a hair like projection. 
This would also be true for other N American Red Oaks (5 more), although they 
would be of different shapes and sizes. All oaks (over 500 of them) have 
clustered winter buds. This specimen was Quercus rubra, the N American Red 
Oak, introduced to Britain 1724, this was also a red/black oak. The last oak 
came across was our native European English Oak. Explanation was given as to 
why the word `European` should be included in its common name. Our oaks 
were brought by birds from N France or N Spain about 10,000 years ago as part 
of the first tree colonisation of our land—this is a `White `oak. 
 
The `white` oak`s acorn takes about 5 months to grow from ovule pollination to  
being shed from the cupule (acorn cup) whereas a red/black oak acorn will take 
about 16 months to mature.  White oaks can be eaten by wild animals or used by 
man, whereas the longer maturing acorns from the red / black oaks are very 
bitter and inedible, having large quantities of tannin in them. This is one of the 
reasons why the `wild boar` prosper so well in our oak forests. 
 
OTHER TREES SEEN:  The Horse Chestnut - Aesculus hippocastanum which 
is not native but grows very well in the area between Albania and Macedonia 
which is a very mountainous region. 
It has a prickly nut case while others 
like the red chestnut have a smooth 
nut case; The Horse chestnut has a 
stocky winter bud- others have 
smooth non sticky ones. 
 
Towards the end of the walk two 
purple leaved trees were seen. These 
were Purple Cherry Plums and in the 
late summer would have purple 
edible fruits. This tree flowers in the 
spring with white flowers on bare 
branches (i.e. precocious flowering) 
round about late Feb. It has horizontal 

Common European English Oak -
Quercus robur 
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lenticels on the trunks which is typical of the species. They were youngish 
specimens of Prunus cerasifera “ Pissardii” (Atropurpurea) The Purple Cherry 
Plum had come from Persia (Iran) round about 1880 as a sport found by the 
Head Gardener to the Shah of Persia, a Monsieur Pissard. There is another dark 
purple leaved `cherry plum` which is quite often seen. Its name is `Nigra` -goes 
a darker shade of purple in the autumn. 
 
There was a fine specimen of a Birch which could not be the Silver  Birch –
Betula pendula as it did not have double serrated leaves-nor did it have the 
characteristic black diamonds on the bark, most likely our other native species 
Betula pubescens. 
 
Up a slope, just by the Tilia euchlora, there was a large gaunt tree with many 
shoots and leaves on the ground. This was a Poplar with the large pointed 
clusters of buds so typical for poplars . Poplars will carry on producing new 
leaves until mid –winter. 
 
Many bare cherry trees were seen with no flowers or leaves. These were 
Japanese Flowering Cherries, variants usually of Prunus serrulata. The leaf has a 
`saw `edge to it plus a pair of small glands at the base of the leaf blade on the 
leaf stalk. These are `extra floral nectaries` which have two purposes . First of 
all to exude nectar at the time of flowering to attract pollinators to the flowers - 
at this stage the leaf will have not unfurled.  Later after flowering has finished 
the nectaries are able to reward 
insects which live on the trees. These 
insects such as ants which don’t eat 
the leaves like caterpillars will do. 
Ants are good at this job and make 
the cherry trees their homes repelling  
any invaders and being rewarded by 
the plant  via the extra floral  nectar. 
 
Tony has provided a phone number if 
anyone wants to make contact for 
further details, please get in touch 
with me and I can pass it on  
 

LIFE-funded Nature 

Conservation Projects 

Stephen Nottingham 

 

I am currently working as a freelance journalist for a company producing online 
and printed content for European Commission LIFE publications. As these deal 
with nature conservation, I though other CNS members might be interested in 
these useful information resources. 

Hybrid Black Poplar 
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The LIFE programme is the European Union’s funding instrument for 
environmental and nature conservation research. The general objective is to 
contribute to the implementation of EU environmental policy and legislation in 
these areas. For example, funding is provided to projects that contribute to the 
implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives and to projects involving 
the European-wide Natura 2000 network of nature reserves. 
 
The LIFE website is a valuable source of information on LIFE-funded projects. 
It includes a database, where projects can be searched for by country, year, 
theme and other criteria: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/ 
 
LIFE began in 1992, and by 2006 had co-financed 3,104 projects across the EU, 
contributing approximately €2.2 billion to the protection of the environment. A 
total of 216 projects were co-financed in the UK, focusing mainly on 
environmental innovation and nature conservation (with a direct contribution of 
€193 million from the EU). The current phase of funding runs from 2007-2013, 
while a call is currently going out for proposals for funding beyond 2013. 
 
In Wales, around 8.5% of the land area 
and 35% of the territorial water falls 
with Natura 2000 sites (approximately 
15% of the UK’s total Natura 2000 
area). These sites include many natural 
habitat types and species listed in 
Annexes I and II of the Habitats 
Directive.  
 
The LIFE project N2K, for example, 
helped develop a programme of 
management for Natura 2000 sites in 
Wales. Other projects include ones restoring active blanket bogs in Wales and 
developing bio-absorption techniques for metals on abandoned mine sites.  
 
Thematic brochures that synthesize the findings of relevant LIFE projects are 
produced several times a year; for example, on coastal management, invertebrate 
conservation, and human co-existence with large carnivores. These brochures 
can be downloaded from the LIFE website as pdf files: e.g., http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/life/publications/lifepublications/lifefocus/documents/
carnivores.pdf 
 
Alternatively, once you know the name of the publication you require, you can 
order free brochures from the EU bookstore: http://bookshop.europa.eu/ 

NEW BOOKS AND DIGITAL PICS 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/publications/lifepublications/lifefocus/documents/carnivores.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/publications/lifepublications/lifefocus/documents/carnivores.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/publications/lifepublications/lifefocus/documents/carnivores.pdf
http://bookshop.europa.eu/
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Linda Nottage 

 

Our wildlife recording is not targeted at any one group of species. We are old-
fashioned amateur naturalists who like to ramble about making a note of and 
trying to identify as many as possible of the plants and creatures we encounter, 
Rob jotting them down in a policeman’s style handy notebook. Wielding a 
digital camera with short telephoto lens enables me to snap insects for later 
scrutiny without disturbing or harming them in any way. Digital enlargement of 
the images can reveal the finer details. 
 
The Field Guide to Micromoths by Phil Sterling and Mark Parsons with 
immaculate illustrations by Richard Lewington was published last year. As we 
didn’t run to the multi-volume set by Heath and Emmet on British & Irish 
Lepidoptera this has been a great help in identifying some of the smaller visitors 
to our moth trap and putting a name to photos taken in the field. Confirmation 
(or not) by Dave Slade from SEWBREC is always welcome too! 
 
However, the biggest boost to our identification skills this year has been the 
acquisition of the recent publication Britain’s Hoverflies by Stuart Ball & Roger 
Morris. As well as some splendid photos, the authors have helpfully provided 
distribution maps, flight periods and an indication of species which can 
confidently be identified by eye or with a hand lens.  
 
Inevitably there are some species whose identity requires dissection or 
examination of microscopic features. However, there are plenty of distinctive 
species which often mimic bees and wasps such as the well-known 
“Marmalade” hoverfly Episyrphus balteatus. 
 
Hoverflies are a delightful group to study, often sitting obligingly on a flower to 
be observed and photographed. Sericomyia silentis is a convincing wasp mimic 
while Arctophila superbiens is a dead ringer for the Common Carder Bee. 
Chrysotoxum bicinctum is unmistakeable, as is Leucozona laternaria and who 
could resist Myathropa florea nick-named Batman from the logo on its thorax. 
 
 
 
These are just some of the species 
we’ve “nailed” in Glamorgan this 
summer. We can’t wait for next year 
to search for some of the spring 
species. 
 

Campaign & Sales 

Corner 
 

Argyresthia geodartella 



24 

 

Via the CNS emails we get a lot of communication about campaigns. Many of 
these are not directly relevant to CNS and some are sales communications  
 
I have not passed many of these on in the past unless there has been a direct 
offer to members or members have told me that they are directly involved in the 
events, but I would like to know whether you would like to see more of these 
things to keep you aware  
 
Anyway here are a few from recent emails that seem to have at least some 
relevance  
 

Natural Resources Wales  
 

As a new organisation, in this consultation document we have set out our 

strategic intent for the next three years as a 
series of proposals. We want to hear your 
views about whether our proposals set the 
right direction for Natural Resources Wales. 
We will then use your comments to help 
refine our first corporate plan.  
 
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/our-
work/consultations/list-of-current-
consultations/planning-our-future-a-
consultation/?lang=en 

 
It’s a 51 page document and you have 
to download and fill in a word 

Sericomyia silentis        Arctophila superbiens 

Chrysotoxum bicinctum 

http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/our-work/consultations/list-of-current-consultations/planning-our-future-a-consultation/?lang=en
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/our-work/consultations/list-of-current-consultations/planning-our-future-a-consultation/?lang=en
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/our-work/consultations/list-of-current-consultations/planning-our-future-a-consultation/?lang=en
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/our-work/consultations/list-of-current-consultations/planning-our-future-a-consultation/?lang=en
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document so it’s not as easy to respond to as is the next …  
 

M4 Newport 
 
Many of you will be aware that the Welsh Government is currently consulting 
the public on plans for a new motorway across the Gwent Levels. The 
consultation refers to three options: the black and purple options are both plans 
for a new three lane motorway; the red option is a new dual carriageway. All 
three options cut through the nationally important Gwent Levels  
 

The consultation and response form can be found at: www.m4newport.com. 
 

Welsh Sea Watchers 
 
The Sea Watch Foundation is looking to recruit enthusiastic individuals with a keen 
interest in Welsh whales, dolphins and porpoises to become part of the Welsh Sea 
Watchers project. Volunteers will be able take part in a variety of tasks and gain 
experience in cetacean surveying and species identification, as well as public awareness 
work and social networking.  
 
No experience is necessary, as all training will be provided; however a strong interest in 
Welsh cetaceans and conservation is essential.  
 
For more information on how to get involved, please contact, Katrin Lohrengel 

katrin.lohrengel@seawatchfoundation.org.uk 
 

Field Studies Council 

Leucozona laternaria       Myathropa florea 

http://www.m4newport.com/
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Field Studies Council have just launched their 2014 program of wildlife courses 
and short breaks  A new natural history course program which includes sections 
on Animals, Plants, Habitats and Walking. 
 
More information about all the courses and short breaks is available on the  
FSC website http://www.field-studies-council.org 
 

PTES Survey reveals state of British orchard habitat  
 

Wales Traditional Orchard Survey project, produced for Natural Resources 
Wales. The results reveal that over a third of traditionally managed orchards 
identified are in poor condition (neglected or threatened), whilst only 7% are in 
excellent condition. 
 
The full report is available for download (pdf) here - http://ptes.org/
files/2218_traditional_orchard_habitat_inventory_of_wales_report.pdf 
 
Together volunteers surveyed just over 20% of the sites, which is a great result 
as there are 7363 orchards mapped! PTES will now continue to recruit 
volunteers and collate the data, so as to ensure the dataset is as accurate and up 
to date as possible. 
 
You can view google maps of traditionally managed orchards here (zoom into 
an area to see all the sites) – www.ptes.org/orchardmaps  
 
So do you want me to pass on more things like this? If so via newsletter or 
email? 

And Finally a few pictures from Mike Dean 
 

Starlings taking part in the murmuration at Newport Wetlands. Not the most 
spectacular from what I have seen on TV but at least seen with my own eyes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What sort of Bird Feeder do I need in the garden?  

http://www.field-studies-council.org
http://ptes.org/files/2218_traditional_orchard_habitat_inventory_of_wales_report.pdf
http://ptes.org/files/2218_traditional_orchard_habitat_inventory_of_wales_report.pdf
http://www.ptes.org/orchardmaps
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Mating Dragonflies  

Photographed by Mary Salter 


